PHASE I: CONTRACT FORMATION

Activity 22: Responsibility Determination

Qualified Bidders, Manufacturers,
and Product Lists

Responsibility for Contractors and
Subcontractors

Responsibility for Small Business
Concerns

Request that a qualified bidder’s list
(QBL), qualified manufacturer’s list
(QML), or qualified product’s list
(QPL) requirement not be enforced
when it does not appear to benefit
the Government.

If the award is over the simplified
acquisition threshold (SAT), review the
Federal Awardee Performance and
Integrity Information System (FAPIIS).

Determine if the selected
offeror lack certain elements
of responsibility.

If yes,

In acquisitions subject to
qualification requirements, use
presolicitation notices in
appropriate cases to advise
potential suppliers before issuing
solicitations.

Distribute solicitations with
qualification requirements to
prospective offerors whether or not
they have been added to the
applicable qualification list.

Screen offers against the QBL, QML,
or QPL, and forward requests from
potential suppliers for information
on a qualification requirement to
the agency activity responsible for
establishing the requirement.

Request further information if relevant
information from FAPIIS involves
criminal, civil, or administrative
proceedings in connection with the
award.

Document in the contract file how the
information in FAPIIS was considered in
any responsibility determination.

Review the List of Parties Excluded from
Federal Procurement and
Nonprocurement Programs to
determine whether the prospective
contractor is debarred, suspended,
proposed for debarment, or otherwise
ineligible for the contract

If new information causes the
contracting officer to
determine that the concern is
responsible, notify the SBA
and withdraw the referral.

Withhold contract award.

Document the contract file.

Refer the matter to the Small
Business Administration
(SBA) Government
Contracting Area Office.

Make the award.

Await the SBA’s issuance or
denial of the offeror’s
Certificate of Competency
(COC), but make every effort
tor each a resolution before
the SBA takes final action on
a COC.

If the SBA
denies the COC,
Report any conditions that may
merit contractor removal or
omission of a source from a QBL,
QML, or QPL.

Document your justification for
using a qualified bidder’s list (QBL),
qualified manufacturer’s list (QML),
or qualified product’s list (QPL)
requirement not be enforced when
it does not appear to benefit the
Government.

Review the List of Parties Excluded from
Federal Procurement and
Nonprocurement Programs to
determine whether a proposed
subcontractor requiring government
consent is debarred, suspended,
proposed for debarment, or otherwise
ineligible for the contract.

Award the contract to
another responsible offeror.

If no,

Publicize the proposed
contract action.

Report the award to the
Federal Procurement Data
System-Next Generation
(FPDS-NG).

If the SBA
issues the COC,

Determine whether to file an
appeal.

If no,

Identify information that can be used to
support a determination on the
prospective contractor’s responsibility.

Evaluate the prospective offeror’s
responsibility using both general
standards of responsibility and any
special standards established in the
solicitation.

Determine whether to request a
preaward survey.

Prepare and submit the request for a
preaward survey, if applicable.

Determine prospective contractor
responsibility or nonresponsibility.

Obtain Department of Labor equal
employment opportunity clearance for
contracts or subcontracts with an
estimated price of $10 million or more.

Document the contract file.
Award the contract to the
offeror concerned.

Publicize the proposed
contract action.
Document the contract file.

Report the award to the
Federal Procurement Data
System-Next Generation
(FPDS-NG).

Publicize the proposed
contract action.

Report the award to the
Federal Procurement Data
System-Next Generation
(FPDS-NG).

If yes,

File the appeal, and notify
SBA Headquarters through
the appropriate channel
within 10 business days.

